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Because they lived surrounded by the natural world, early Central Americans were keen observers of the Music, song, and dance were important in the lives of people in the past, and they continue to be important

y 4 |
nature around them, especially animals. They greatly admired certain animal characteristics—such as the for modern civilizations. Listen for music as you walk through the exhibition. ‘ : e ra I I | I C a d e I O S A n C e St ro S
jaguar's strength and hunting skill, the ocelot’s speed and cunning, and the eagle’s power—and hoped that 5

they, and especially their leaders, could adopt these valued traits. We see so many ceramics decorated with

. . . i . S Make A Connection: Do you or someone you know play an Instrument?
images of animals because animals were so important to Central American past civilizations. There are many IJULSI Is it similar to anv instrument vou see here? How is it different?
animals in the exhibition. Try and find as many as you can. St y y ; ;

A Gallery Guide for Young People

ceramic pot in the Greater Coclé region? Have you ever seen a @A Chiriqui region were made between AD 800 and 1500.
centipede? Share with your family and friends what qualities you
think the centipedes and humans share that allow them to survive.

ﬁqq |
e

O Find and Discuss: Find the clay flute. (Hint: You can start your search
in the Greater Chiriqui region.) Can you hear it? Follow the sound. What

does the flute look like? Does it sound like the animal it represents? Try to
imitate the sounds you hear. Can you find more flutes and other musical
instruments (such as bells and rattles) in the exhibition? (Hint: One flute R

is in the shape of a very important animal, the jaguar [a very big cat], L S
and another is in the shape of a king vulture [a huge bird]). Can you find Quiché Department, Guatemala

ceramics showing dancers and musicians? AL o

MAI purchase from Julia M. Rodezno,
1923 (12/3599). Photo by Ernest
. Amoroso, Smithsonian’s National
Pipil bells, AD 1200-1 !
Dl 2001 500 Museum of the American Indian

Fun Fact: How do you think the centipede got its name? (Hint:
Centi means 100 and pede means foot.) How many legs do you
think a centipede actually has? Some centipedes have only 15
pairs of legs. Some have as many as 171 pairs. Centipedes can
run fast and steer around obstacles—good skills for escaping
attackers and catching food to eat.

Quemistlan Bell Cave, Rio Chamelecén valley, Honduras
Copper

Collected in 1910 by Andrew H. Blackiston; purchased by George Heye in 1914
(4/312,4/354). Photo by Ernest Amoroso, Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian

(Hint: Many of these animals are displayed in the icon wall at the
entrance of the exhibition.) What is it about these animals that
might have made them important for ancient people?

O Find and Discuss: Can you find the animals listed below?

Mammals: jaguar, monkey, ocelot, tapir

0 Q Greater Coclé fi ith h tipede design,
Birds: cormorant, harpy eagle, king vulture, spectacled ow! sy R P
Reptiles and amphibians: crocodile, turtle e tin i
FlSh and Other animals: Stingray, Centipede MAI purchase from Philip L. Dade, 1961 (22/9300). Photo

by NMAI Move Team, Smithsonian’s National Museum of
the American Indian

g, = Greater Nicoya ocelot-effigy vessel, AD 1000-1350
Filadelfia, Guanacaste Province, Costa Rica

Stingray Jaguar Centipede Cormorant Pottery, clay slip, paint

MAI exchange with Dr. Jorge A. Lines,
D D D D D When you have come to the end of the exhibition, think about all the things you have seen. What is ﬁfﬂfﬁ?ﬁ:ﬂfﬁz|b&f§2§fﬁﬁnﬁreofiﬁ%erican
your favorite object? Why is it your favorite? Describe it to your family and friends. Tell us a story of g
this favorite object in a 140-character tweet, using the Twitter hashtag #CACeramics

For additional resources about Central American ceramics, like a downloadable coloring book or the
online 3-D simulated Base Camp, visit the exhibition’s website at latino.si.edu/exhibitions
/centralamericarevealed.htm. Make sure to visit the imagiNATIONS Activity Center on the 3rd level of
the National Museum of the American Indian for more family fun!

Crocodile  Harpy Eagle A

e 3
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This exhibition has been co-organized by the National Museum of the American Indian and the Smithsonian Latino Center and Smithsonian Institution

has received federal support from the Latino Initiatives Pool, administered by the Smithsonian Latino Center.
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The exhibition focuses on the seven regions of Central America that represent different Native cultures.These The clay, stone, shell, gold and jade objects you will see here give us clues about what life was like for Central While some ceramics and other objects in this exhibition were used for ceremonies, many more were used
regions are found in the present-day countries of Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa America’s ancestors. They show us how people in the past related to their families for eating, collecting water, decorating rooms, and playing music at home.
Rica, and Panama. As you go through the exhibition you will explore different Central American environments. and communities and how they connected to the natural world around them.
Central American peoples were connected to each other and to more distant communities by trading goods T P
and sharing ideas. Ceramics are especially good at telling us stories about past cultures, because they qu Mai(e A ConneCt'onj D? you have any ceramlcs?m your home that you use every
last longer than softer materials such as cloth and wood. The images on ceramics J’Ul@ﬂ{( day? What do ther:ook7llke. How do you use them? How are they different from the
: : ; Lt ceramics you see here?
qu Make A Connection: Look at this map of the region. Can you see where the main regions ;I]SO ShTV\éustthv wha;c p(ic;pltteilr?tgncgznt cmhzah_ons \r/]vore, wTat thely ate(,janc'j hOIW
~ . - . ey celebrated important festivities. Some ceramics show real people and animals. - . ‘ T
JU]@IL{, ;ve;et:]ocatec.itblef.(:.re anddwhell"e thticap{tals are located tod:y. TTiLyourE:ﬁWIGigs_:’y {glle L) @ns:  Fun Fact: Stone spheres, like the one found in the Greater Chiriqui section of the
nd the capital cities and circling them in your map as you travel through the exhibit. : | - - . -
(;gq Make A Connection: How are ceramics made? Potters (also called ceramists) dig up a kind @/\ exhl?tlon, IEREE U house:? o;the meSt Important peoplg g com:cnunlty, such fs
D’Ul@IU of wet earth, called clay, which they clean and process. Then they shape it into different forms chiefs. What would you place in front of your home to make it stand out from the rest:
220 Yucatan ;i : ~  (such as bowls or flutes), paint it, and bake it with fire. Sometimes potters add a glaze to create a _ . . : : : :
pecis nagud GRAINICAN smooth and shiny surface on their pots. The final object is called pottery or ceramics. Have you O Find and Discuss: Find the objects pictured here to the right.
et ever made pottery in art class? Have you used other materials to make objects? = (Hint: They can be found in the Ulua River section of the exhibition).
A Mfa 7 2] % 5emocan o el - One was made in 2012 and the other one is very old, from AD 650
[ Ti\ ] 3ELIZE < = .. I . ics?
2 Ny T anS:  Fun Facts: The oldest ceramic in the exhibition is about 3,000 years old and comes from the 7/ What.shape‘s LIS €12 o) Giee ) Uesie e Bl
2 = * @ [ Ulua reai Are they similar? Different? How?
J <, gion.
,-’)L Guatemala {/ Ulua HONDURA,SL o : S . 4 NS
City p ’f'bad,l:;ver;fguqaalpj'ﬂ = Ull]zi River vessel, AD Leor:]ca vrzzsel, 2012
mmrrmmT (Mgggfa H J“ J O F|nd and D|SCUSS: Check out the video in the exhibition’s gi?n;faogua,Comayagua Eo?t:ry,clayslip,
I P e = second room (at the front of the Greater Chiriqui section of 2 R e S -
- oy L = the exhibit). Listen to young researchers from Costa Rica, El TS e ot ez oty
- gl costa 7 Salvador, and Panama tell you how they are uncovering their e Smithsonians
- : . Bar 7' countries’ past and what this means to them. Do you know what B
N ‘ Central 3 pANgpA oA 7 {ERT archaeology and anthropology are? '
o Caribbean . ‘ fsaator Panama Q‘igy \(\
% ° o Gre\ater Cocle ;v\/‘ i
. Chiriqui ¢ TN
Tt
Scale of miles CeoLOMBIA
. Greater Nicoya vessel in
the form of a jaguar, AD
400*13{50
w@nS:  Fun Fact: Traders from the Mayan region brought jade all the way down to the Greater Pottary
@ ‘ Nicoya region. Can you trace the path of the jade in your map? B LGy

(23/7234). Photo by Ernest
Amoroso, Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the
American Indian

9 Find and Discuss: Find the jade objects in the exhibit!

=  Look for the snake pendant from the Greater Nicoya region.
Describe the pendant. Why do you think jade was so
popular?

Greater Nicoya

snake pendant, 300
BC-AD 500. Nicoya,
Guanacaste Province,
Costa Rica. Jadeite.
MAI purchase from
Enrique Vargas Alfaro,
1966 (23/7284).
Photo by NMAI Move
Team, Smithsonian’s
National Museum of
the American Indian

Greater Coclé plate with monkey design, AD
700-850

Rio Coclé del Sur, Coclé Province, Panama
Pottery, clay slip, paint

MAI purchase from Philip L. Dade, 1961
(22/9446). Photo by Ernest Amoroso,
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian




