
Report from William Bull re. Stono Rebellion 

 

My Lords,  

 

I beg leave to lay before your Lordships an account of our Affairs, first in regard to 

the Desertion of our Negroes. . . . On the 9th of September last at Night a great 

Number of Negroes Arose in Rebellion, broke open a Store where they got arms, 

killed twenty one White Persons, and were marching the next morning in a Daring 

manner out of the Province, killing all they met and burning several Houses as they 

passed along the Road. I was returning from Granville County with four Gentlemen 

and met these Rebels at eleven o'clock in the forenoon and fortunately deserned the 

approaching danger time enough to avoid it, and to give notice to the Militia who on 

the Occasion behaved with so much expedition and bravery, as by four a'Clock the 

same day to come up with them and killed and took so many as put a stop to any 

further mischief at that time, forty four of them have been killed and Executed; some 

few yet remain concealed in the Woods expecting the same fate, seem desperate. . . .  

 

It was the Opinion of His Majesty's Council with several other Gentlemen that one of 

the most effectual means that could be used at present to prevent such desertion of our 

Negroes is to encourage some Indians by a suitable reward to pursue and if possible to 

bring back the Deserters, and while the Indians are thus employed they would be in 

the way ready to intercept others that might attempt to follow and I have sent for the 

Chiefs of the Chickasaws living at New Windsor and the Catawbaw Indians for that 

purpose. . . .  

 

My Lords,  

Your Lordships Most Obedient and Most Humble Servant  

Wm Bull  
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